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The prospect of this pleasing imbroglio had hung over
Europe for years. A small Queen and a small Infanta were
a sad temptation to ambitious dynasts. Louis Philippe,
always a model parent, would welcome such an addition to
his spreading family; indeed, Palmerston had suspected
something of the kind so early as 1839. Unnumbered
suitors eyed Madrid; French princes aired their charms; a
Neapolitan uftcle preened himself; the Coburgs pricked a
hopeful ear; and a languid Spanish cousin, whom Palmer-
ston dismissed as " an absolute and Absolutist fool/' lounged
in his corner. The French professed alarm at the prospect
of a Coburg husband; for Coburgs had a dangerous aptitude
for marrying queens. But the real danger was a French
alliance, since a union of the two crowns in a single family
was plainly inadmissible. That dreaded possibility had once
caused an interminable War of the Spanish Succession;
and when it was mentioned statesmen could still look grave
and quote the Treaty of Utrecht. So Spanish politics
proceeded briskly; riot succeeding riot; troops mutinied
with pleasing frequency; and a bewildering succession of
generals jingled spurs up ministerial stairs and down again,
while promotion in the higher ranks of the Spanish army
seemed almost to have reached the point of diminishing
returns; and the two little ladies at the palace waited with
dwindling patience for their bridegrooms. But Louis
Philippe was more adroit than Louis XIV. Skirting the
larger prize, he marked the younger sister for his son Mont-
pensier. The well-meaning Aberdeen made diplomatic
passes to exorcise the dynastic nightmare; and whilst his
sovereign walked with Louis Philippe among the bright
parterres of Eu, there was a compact. Something was said
about the Coburgs, and Aberdeen was understood to promise
that England would not press their suit at Madrid; but it
was -plainly agreed that Montpensier's marriage with the
Infanta should be deferred until the Queen, her sister, had a
husband and a nursery. The quest for both was still pro-
ceeding, when Palmerston returned to office in 1846. It
was the old problem of his Cristino days, " England wishing